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Intraday Note

Given Meta has currently wiped $200bn after its earnings yesterday, a few quick follow-up
comments:





1. $200bn. That is huge. In Gold terms, its ~110mn oz (a years worth of production) wiped out in
hours, and more than what is currently housed in all global gold ETFs (graph 1 FB AUM vs Gold
ETF AUM)

2. Facebooks $200bn rout is more about the fact that MAUs is slowing for the 1st time since its
beginning (vs the pretty small earnings miss); more importantly Daily Active Users dropped in
Latam & Africa suggesting FB / Meta is becoming saturated globally (not just in the US). It is
just not “cool” anymore, especially amongst younger users. It was, it isn’t now. Just like PTON
was cool, now it isn’t. Its about sentiment (the cool factor) & when that starts to impact realty
(earnings). It is a (virtual) reality check for Meta and will be a test for broader markets.

https://files.constantcontact.com/c99ba294701/be6d828d-20f7-454c-9df7-433a835e91a7.pdf
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3. The note below and here, published on January 6th, explores the relationship between Gold,
Tech & Bitcoin to Fed tapering, rate hikes and real interest rates, which is still relevant & worth
a revisit for some key themes.

4. A few have asked why the Gold market should care about pain in the tech sector:
Extreme losses in 1 asset leads to losses in others (shoot first ask questions later), even
if they are fundamentally not related. Gold/Silver got sold down hard on the COMEX
open just now.
Tech has been the both the darling and the leader of US (and Global) stocks, and is
integral to equity market volatility, trends and asset rotation
Gold, tech (Nasdaq) and Bitcoin are all negatively correlated with real interest rates
and thus are sensitive to the Feds hiking cycle & comments. Arguably, tech is the “new
interest rate” proxy, vs gold the “old interest rate” proxy. So understanding which is
more sensitive to the Feds hiking cycle is key to understanding huge amount of
investor flow
If you don’t understand macro, you wont understand gold.

1. Table above highlights the top5 largest Big Tech wipeouts and Gold performance 1day and
5days on. Just when one thinks 'macro fear' has subsided (read yesterdays Daily note), its
returned just as fast. Gold is on average flat-lower (-0.2%) on BigTech wipeout days and
marginally higher (+0.4%) 5days on (granted there theres not many datapoints, nor a v clear
trend). The upcoming equity market volatility & associated money rotation through asset
classes, could inject some safehaven related or ETF buying, but only once the dust settles...








Commentary & Analysis distributed on January 6 2022:


Hawkish FOMC: What is more sensitive to faster Fed rate hikes – gold or tech?

https://files.constantcontact.com/c99ba294701/be6d828d-20f7-454c-9df7-433a835e91a7.pdf
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Gold?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/equity?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/safehaven?src=hashtag_click
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SUMMARY:



Analysis attempts to assess whether tech (the “new” interest rate proxy) or gold (the “old
interest rate” proxy) is more sensitive to rate hikes and inflation expectations.



Asset classes are forward looking; its about the uncertainty injected around the fear of
either tapering or hiking, more so sometimes than actual tapering or rate hikes.



The rotation out of tech and into travel, banks and big industrial groups sensitive to
reopening or a stronger recovery is taking place: i.e.: the “new reflation trade” is the
Omicron trade, as markets start pricing it in being the last 'gasp of' the pandemic



Fundamentals matter more in higher interest rates... Overvalued, unprofitable, and
overinvested asset classes stand to lose the most as the market transitions from the ‘fear of
tapering’ to the ‘fear of more aggressive rate hikes’. Gold is relatively neither overvalued nor
overinvested vs tech or bitcoin.
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Since real rates accelerated further into negative territory given ultra loose monetary polices
in response to COVID, the Nasdaq has outperformed Gold 6-fold (Gold up 20% vs Nasdaq up
120%)



Both Gold, tech (Nasdaq) and Bitcoin are negatively correlated with real interest rates and
thus are sensitive to the Feds hiking cycle & comments it can accelerate



Gold is more sensitive to the threat of tapering; Nasdaq and Bitcoin are more sensitive to
the threat of rate hikes



Gold is most sensitive to real rates when the Fed is actually hiking, but it can still put in mild
gains & remain supportive (dependent on whether real rates stay negative or just simply
positive but low)



Gold will still come under pressure on faster Balance Sheet reduction (tapering) and faster
rate increases, alongside riskier/overinvested/overvalued rate sensitive asset classes, but it
wont underperform those.



Golds been a frustrating trade since the June FOMC, with many ‘stop-starts’ and false
breakouts. It has an uncanny ability to rally when all hope is lost, when the last towel has
been thrown in, as was the case in Dec 2015 which marked a clear new cycle bottom at
$1050. 



Bottoms will be tested if real rates spike, but the appeal for Gold could grow as a hedge
against both 1) a Fed policy mistake (either runaway inflation or an aggressive hiking cycle
bringing forward recession risk) 2) upcoming equity market volatility and macro fear as
money rotates through asset classes, injecting safehaven related buying



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Yesterdays FOMC minutes were hawkish; officials said interest rates could rise sooner or at a faster
pace (ie: a 50bp shock hike) to tame soaring inflation. The fallout was a $30 drawdown in Gold (over
2days), with the S&P closing down 2% but the tech-heavy Nasdaq down 3.3%, as bond yields spiked
(US 2yrs reached 0.86% as of writing today its highest since pre pandemic (March 2020).


The appeal on many unprofitable tech companies (“spec-tech” – unprofitable speculative tech stocks
with high valuations that are dependent on potential/hope of future earnings and therefore sensitive
to rising interest rates) were knocked heavily. Fundamentals matter more in higher interest rates...


The rotation out of tech and into travel, banks and big industrial groups sensitive to reopening or a
stronger recovery is taking place: i.e.: the “new reflation trade” is the Omicron trade as markets price
it in being the last 'gasp of' the pandemic


Gold and Silver, while traditionally are rate sensitive asset classes, but prices are dependent on
whether the Fed is ahead/behind the inflation curve (i.e: positive or negative real interest rates
respectively), since they are also financial assets and trade less as fundamental commodities.


However, the below analysis, attempts to assess whether tech (the “new” interest rate proxy) or gold
(the “old interest rate” proxy) is more sensitive to rate hikes and inflation expectations.



 Since real interest rates (proxied by 10yrs – 10yr BEs) more decisively into negative territory in
August 2019 as the global economy reached end cycle and Central Bankers (led by the Fed) led
loose policies, the Nasdaq has outperformed Gold 4.5-fold (Gold up 20% vs Nasdaq up 91%)



Since real rates accelerated further into negative territory given ultra loose monetary polices
in response to COVID (March 2020), the Nasdaq has outperformed Gold 6-fold (Gold up 20%
vs Nasdaq up 120%)



During the previous hiking cycle (Dec 2015 to terminal rate of 2.5% in Dec 2018), both Gold &
the Nasdaq rallied (+40% & 16% respectively) arguing that a Fed hiking cycle isn’t necessarily
bearish; however the Nasdaq only outperformed Gold 2-fold. Real interest rates rallied during
that time from 0 to 1%, but since they remained historically low (at just 1%) both sectors kept
in play.
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 Yes, clearly the Nasdaq includes many profitable stocks which aren’t “spec-tech”, and tech
rallied during lockdowns (which occurred during super low interest rates) but it’s a rough proxy
for the favored tech sector now under pressure.



Table 1 highlights the daily correlations and average weekly performance between rate
sensitive assets (Gold, Bitcoin & Nasdaq) and real US interest rates, over 3 specific Fed periods
(the threat of taper, the threat of rate hikes and actual rate hikes). Takeaways:



Gold is more fearful of the taper threat (than the threat of hiking) with a -0.46 correlation with
real rates during over June-Dec ’21. Its also up on average (+0.1%/week) during this recent
period where markets are now fearing Fed hikes (Dec FOMC - current). That’s probably since
an aggressive Fed hiking schedule will bring forward recession risk and (in time!) create some
structural support for gold, as money rotates through asset classes; equity market volatility
can inject some safehaven related / ETF buying (as we've seen so far the past week)



Gold is still is negatively correlated with real interest rates after tapering was announced and
such will fall on an any aggressive Fed hiking comments (i.e.: higher real interest rates), but it
perhaps wont fall as much as bitcoin and tech.



Nasdaq is more sensitive to the fear of hikes with a -0.61 correlation with real rates (vs Golds
-0.32) and bitcoin is mildly more sensitive than gold to the upcoming hiking cycle (-0.37
correlation).



During an actual rate hiking cycle (just looking the most recent one, 2015-2018), Gold was
actually largely up mildly (+0.1%/week) but it underperformed the Nasdaq (which was up
0.3%/week).



Asset classes are forward looking; its about the uncertainty injected around the fear of either
tapering or hiking, more so than actual tapering or rate hikes. Overvalued, unprofitable, and
overinvested asset classes stand to lose the most as the market transitions from the ‘fear of
tapering’ to the ‘fear of more aggressive rate hikes’. Gold, by all of these metrics is NOT 1).
Overvalued (relative to S&P, to other commodities, its historical peak, liquidity still in the
system), and NOT 2) overinvested (there’s been total investor apathy the past year in the
space. COT+ETF hold 106mn oz, 85% of record holdings, somewhat lofty on historical basis,
but underinvested vs AUM in stocks & cryptos).



Gold will still come under pressure on faster Balance Sheet reduction (tapering) and rate
increases, alongside riskier/overinvested/overvalued rate sensitive asset classes, but it wont
underperform those. Golds been a frustrating trade since the June FOMC, with many ‘stop-
starts’ and false breakouts. It has an uncanny ability to rally when all hope is lost, when the
last towel has been thrown in, as was the case in Dec 2015 which marked a clear new cycle
bottom at $1050. Bottoms will be tested if real rates spike, but appeal for it is growing as a
hedge against a fed policy mistake (either rampant inflation or aggressive cycle brining
forward recession risk)









Approved for all external purposes
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Although the information in this report has been obtained from and is based upon sources MKS believes to be reliable,
we do not guarantee its accuracy and it may be incomplete or condensed. All opinions and estimates constitute MKS'
judgment as of the date of this report and are subject to change without notice. This report is for informational
purposes only and is not intended as investment advice, offer or solicitation for the purchase or sale of an investment.
This report does not consider or take into account the investment objectives or financial situation of a particular party.
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